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Dacia Felix

in vederea cuceririi Daciei, conduse de regele
Decebal, trupele romane au trecut Dunarea in
anul 101 a.Chr., i-au invins pe daci si au colonizat
sudul teritoriului acestora, transformandu-l in
provincie romana, numita Dacia Felix (adica
,Dacia cea roditoare”). Din amestecul etnic
al dacilor si romanilor a luat nastere poporul
roman. Romanii au stapanit aproximativ 165 de
ani centrul si sud-vestul Daciei, construind aici
drumuri, castre, orase si efectuand exploatari
miniere. Vestigiile de pe cuprinsul anticei Dacia
Felix mai pot fi vazute si azi.

Cetatile dacice din Muntii Orastiei

Muntii Orastiei din sud-vestul Transilvaniei au
adapostit odinioara nucleul regatului dac. Intre
secolele | a.Chr.-l p.Chr, stramosii romanilor —
~nemuritorii” geti (daci), care se inchinau lui
Zamolxe - au ridicat in mijlocul acestor munti
mai multe cetdti. Fortdretele, inconjurate de
tipice ziduri de calcar slefuit si perfect imbinat
(murus dacicus), reprezinta un sistem de aparare
unic in arhitectura europeana.

Centrul militar, politic, economic si religios
al dacilor era Sarmizegetusa Regia. Cetatea a
fost amenajatd pe mai multe terase antropice.
Platoul superior era legat de zona sacrd a
sanctuarelor, situate pe doua terase, de o via
sacra. Inaintea cuceririi si distrugerii ei de catre
romani, Sarmizegetusa Regia era unul dintre
cele mai importante centre metalurgice din
Europa.

Cdile de acces spre capitala erau protejate
de multe alte cetdti, amplasate de regula in
punctele strategice: Costesti-Cetatuie, Costesti-
Blidaru, Luncani-Piatra Rosie, Banita, Capalna.
Toate aceste fortificatii au fost incluse pe Lista
Patrimoniului Mondial UNESCO.

Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, situata la 40 km est
defosta capitala a regatului dac, Sarmizegetusa

Regia (distrasa de romant), o fost fondata intre

Alba lulia - Traseul celor trei fortificatii

Orasul antic Apulum s-a dezvoltat in jurul celui
mai puternic castru roman din piatra din Dacia
- sediul celebrei Legiuni a Xlll-a Gemina. Mai pot
fi observate inca ruinele Portii de Sud (Principalis
Dextra) si ale laturii de sud, cu grosimea de
1,5-2m. Castrul, de forma patrulaterd, avea
suprafata de 37 ha.

Cetatea medievala (secolul XVI) a fost ridicata
peste zidurile castrului roman, fiind intdrita in
1625, in timpul domniei principelui Gabriel
Bethlem, de unde si numele bastionului de sud-
est (Bastionul Bethlem).

Cetatea Alba Carolina, in forma de stea, intarita cu
sapte bastioane, a fost construitd in stil Vauban,
intre 1715-1738, dupa planurile lui Giovanni
Morando Visconti. Pe acest loc exista o fortdreata
inca din secolul al X-lea. Initial avea sase porti,
decorate in stil baroc cu basoreliefuri realizate de
Johann Konig, infatisand scene mitologice.

Dacia Felix

Aiming to conquer Dacia, ruled at the time by
King Decebalus, Roman legions crossed the
Danube in 101 A.D. and defeated the Dacians,
colonising the south of the territory and
transforming it into a Roman province named
Dacia Felix (“Fruitful Dacia”). From the ethnic mix
of Dacians and Romans was born the Romanian
people. The Romans ruled south and south-
western Dacia for around one hundred and sixty
five years, building here roads, forts and towns, as
well as conducting mining activities. Vestiges of
ancient Dacia Felix can still be seen today.
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The military, political, economic and religious
centre of the Dacians was Sarmizegetusa Regia.
It was built over a number of man-made terraces.
The upper plateau is connected to the sacral area
of the sanctuaries, situated on two terraces, by a
sacred way. Before its conquest and destruction
by the Romans, Sarmizegetusa Regia was the
most important metallurgical centre in Europe
outside the Roman Empire.

The access routes to the capital were protected
by other forts, situated as a rule at strategic points:
Costesti-Cetdtuie, Costesti-Blidaru, Luncani-Piatra
Rosie, Bdnita, Cdpdlna. All these forts are listed as
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, situated 40 km
east of the former capital of the Dacian kingdom,
Sarmizegetusa Regia (destroyed by the Romans),
was founded between 108 and 110 A.D. The town,
populated by soldiers who had taken part in the
Dacian Wars, became the political, economic,
military, administrative and religious centre of the
Roman province of Dacia Felix.

The Roman forts of Salaj county

The northern border (limes) of the Roman Empire
ran along the peaks of the Meses Mountains,
where eighty turrets and castra were built. The
most important military centre was the castrum
at Porolissum. Stretching over a surface area of
200 hectares, the ruins of an amphitheatre have
been preserved

Alba lulia - The Three Forts Trail

The ancient town of Apulum developed around
the most powerful Roman stone castrum in Dacia
— the base of the celebrated Legion Xlll Gemina.
The ruins of the South Gate (Principalis Dextra)
can still be seen today, with walls measuring
between 1.5 and 2 metres thick. The rectangular
fort has a surface area ol 37 hectares. The
mediaeval citadel (sixteenth century) was built
on top of the walls of the Roman castrum, and
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